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HIS HOLINESS POPE TAWADROS ||

In the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, One God,

Amen.

I congratulate all of you for this glorious Feast
of the Nativity and the new year of 2014.1 wish upon
all of you the blessings that come with the birth of
the One Who was born in the manger; blessings of
goodness, joy, peace and love for everyone in Egypt,
and in all our churches throughout the world, all who
celebrate the New Year by the birth of our Lord Jesus
Christ. The incarnation of God is an event that com-
bined the earth with heaven. God, I through His
love for mankind, was incarnated and came
to mankind. As we learn from the verse
that is often referred to as “the little
gospel’, (John 3:16) states: “For
God so loved the world that He
gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should
not perish but have everlasting

life?

This meeting of heaven and 7
earth was a meeting from God,
Who gave us His love, by com- %
ing down from above to mankind.
This was also a meeting from man who
showed his eagerness of going up to God.
This meeting happened in the fullness of time, as stat-
ed in the Holy Bible, and, in the womb of our mother
the Holy Virgin St. Mary where He was incarnate by
His love. In the creation of man, God showed His love
to everyone, in His incarnation, He confirmed this
love. In His crucifixion and resurrection, the Lord
concluded this great love toward man. In fact, in the

story of the Nativity, we have plenty of contempla-
tions. We read about the heavenly star, and we read
about the earthly manger.

We read about people who came from far coun-
tries, and we read about people who were close to the
place of the event. We read about young people such
as the shepherds and our mother the Virgin Mary. We
also read about elder people such as St. Joseph the car-
penter; St. Simon the elder and St. Anna the prophet-
ess. We read about all kinds of people.

But the world at the time of our Lord Jesus
Christ was classified into two main groups,
Jews and gentiles. And there was a sep-
aration between heaven and earth.
Heaven is full of angels and heav-
\ :
. enly creatures, and the earth is full
of people who were divided into
v :.-1;_,_‘ Jews and gentiles. In the birth
A of our Lord Jesus Christ, those
! three groups came together.

r First, the shepherds who
" were awake arrived. Those shep-
herds were wery simple people,
and were from the simplest sector of
the Jewish society. Their work and ef-
forts were in the wilderness with the flock
that they used to shepherd, and out of those sheep,
the sacrifices were selected to be offered. The shep-
herds were always traveling and did not have a place
to dwell. Even their witness was invalid in courts. But
the Lord had chosen them for their honesty and sim-
plicity. God wanted to honor them, so He revealed to
them His birth by the angel who appeared to them



saying: “I bring you good tidings of great joy which will
be to all people”

The awakening shepherds were Jews. As if God
had chosen the shepherds to represent the Jews. The
reset of the world were considered pagan gentiles. As
such, God had chosen the worshipping magi on be-
half of the gentiles. They came from far countries in
the east. They endured the long travel. The roads were
not like what we have now. They were scientists in as-
tronomy, and in predicting events that may happen.
They traveled for long periods, coming from far coun-
tries to search and worship the birth of the King of the
Jews. We all know the story, but the most important
points were that they reached their goal and they were
considered high class in their society. They arrived to
Jerusalem, to the place of the manger where the Baby
Jesus Christ was, and offered their gifts. By their gifts,
they expressed their eagerness to witness the born,
King of the Jews.

Therefore, the earthly world came to the manger
to the Lord Jesus in two groups, in addition to the
third group which was from the heavenly world rep-
resented by the multitude of singing angels.

The angels were singing the famous song: “Glory
to God in the hzghest And on earth peace, goodw:ﬂ
toward men.” Everyone was presented in g
the manger and around the Lord Jesus
Christ. The earthly world was pre-
sented by the two groups of the Jews =
and the magi, and the heavenly
world presented by the angels.

What we are most interested '
in and what I would like to put
before your eyes is the fact that
the magi who came from the far
countries presented gifts to Him:
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Most
of us know that gold is a symbol of be-
ing a King; frankincense is a symbol of His
priesthood; and the myrrh is a symbol for His
suffering and crucifixion.

These gifts signify those characteristics of our
Lord Jesus Christ. The question here, why did they
choose those gifts specifically? We all know that the
gift is offered according to the taste of the giver and
according to the condition and position of the receiv-
er. So why did they choose those gifts? I would like
to tell you that those gifts which were offered by the
magi symbolize the life of man.

The life of man throughout its entirety is char-

acterized by gold, frankincense, and myrrh. I mean
every one of us through life has days of gold, days
of frankincense and days of myrrh. The days of gold
are the days of success, good health, victory, wealth,
and days of comfort, as well as all days of joy either
at work, business, various successes, or study. Each is
considered the gift of gold. The gift of frankincense
presents the days of work, study, labor, hard effort and
services, and other days that take large space in the life
of man. The days of myrrh, as the life of man should
have time of myrrh according to this philosophy of
the gifts, presented by the days of grief tribulations,
need, suffering, illness, and all the days in which man

aches from negative emotions and anxiety. All
those are represented by the gift of myrrh.
But all those gifts represent the mix of
mans life.

Each of our lives fall into the
gold, frankincense and myrrh.
That is why if there are days
of myrrh, there will be days of
_ frankincense and gold. In the
/life of man, as the Bible says, “all
I8 / things work together for good to

" those who love God”. All the days
with all their kinds work together for
good to those who love God”.

The birth of our Lord Jesus Christ gives

us hope, courage and new life in a new vision for our
daily life. T congratulate all of you, all clergy, congre-
gations, and families. I would like to especially con-
gratulate our youth and children. I congratulate every
church with her board, servants and deacons. I ask the
Lord to give you grace and to fill your life with the joy
of Nativity every day.

May our life be for the glory of His name, and glory
be to God, forever, and ever.
Amen.




“And the Word became flesh and
dwelt among us, and we beheld His
glory, the glory as of the only begot-
ten of the Father, full of grace and
truth.” (John1:14)

My dear beloved fathers the priests
and my faithful brethren of the
Diocese of Melbourne and its af-
filiated regions. Wishing each one
of you the blessings of this joyous
Feast through which “the Word
became flesh and dwelt among us.”
(John 1:14) May this Feast of the
Nativity bring you all hope and
joy that the Saviour of the world is
among us. May this New Year be a
year that brings each of us to bet-
ter know Christ and to live by His
message of salvation all the days of
our life. I pray that the Christ Child
brings to each of your families this
year strength, success and empow-
erment to be His reflection in the
community you live in.

Saint Paul teaches us, “For it is the
God who commanded light to shine
out of darkness, who has shone in
our hearts to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the
face of Jesus Christ.” (2 Corinthians
4:6) Without Christ there is dark-
ness and where there is darkness
there is also ignorance. Through
Christ’s incarnation He revealed
Himself to us in human form that
we may know Him in the Flesh and
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not be ignorant of His Divinity. He
came to reveal Himself to us and
we knew Him through His death
and resurrection. As one Orthodox
writer explains, “The Gospel of John
begins where Matthew, Mark, and
Luke conclude. In their accounts, it
is only at the end, by encountering
the Crucified and Risen One, in the
opening of the Scriptures, that the
disciples finally know who Christ
is.” (Behr, J. (2013). Becoming hu-
man. Yonkers, N.Y., St Vladimir’s
Seminary Press.

Here we must realize something
very important about the Disci-
ples of Christ, “it was not seeing
the empty tomb or even meeting
the risen Christ unknowingly that
persuaded them. It was, rather, the
opening of the Scriptures and the
breaking of the bread. Only in this
way did they know that this is the
one spoken of in Scripture.” (Ibid.)
Saint John reminds us, “And we
know that the Son of God has come
and has given us an understanding,
that we may know Him who is true;
and we are in Him who is true, in
His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true
God and eternal life.” (1 John 5:20)
How do we know Him, through
the Scriptures, through His teach-
ings and through the partaking of
His Body and Blood that He shed
for the life of the world.

\‘

w5

Saint Athanasius the Apostolic
teaches us in his book On the In-
carnation:

Do you realize my dear brethren
that only a few generations ago, in
the nineteenth and at the turn of
the twentieth centuries that this
knowledge of Christ through the
Scriptures and the teachings of the
Church had diminished greatly in
our Coptic Church in Egypt? In
fact there was only one preach-
er at that time that all the pulpits
of Egypt desired and that was Fr.
Philotheos Ibrahim Baghdadi.
There was a lack of knowledge of
religion, theology and the Scrip-
tures. Religious education did not
exist until Habib Girgis, our most
recent saint, resurrected it. It was
Saint Habib Girgis who said that;
“Education is the first need for the
community after bread.” (Girgis,
H. (1942). The Practical Means To-
wards Coptic Reform: Hopes and
dreams. Cairo, Self-Published.)

For what profit would there be for
those who were made, if they did
not know their own Maker? Or
how would they be rational, not
knowing the Word of the Father,
in whom they came to be? For they
would not have differed at all from
the irrational creatures if they had
known nothing more than the ter-
restrial animals. And why would
God have made those by whom he



did not wish to be known? So, lest
this should happen, being good he
bestowed on them of his own image,
our Lord Jesus Christ, and made
them according to his own image
and according to the likeness, so
that understanding through such
grace the image, I mean the Word
of the Father, they might be able
to receive through him a notion
of the Father, they might be able
to receive through him a notion of
the Father, and knowing the Cre-
ator they might live the happy and
truly blessed life. (Athanasius and
J. Behr (2011). On the Incarnation.
Yonkers, N.Y., St Vladimir’s Semi-
nary Press.)

Do you realize my dear brethren
that only a few generations ago, in
the nineteenth and at the turn of
the twentieth centuries that this
knowledge of Christ through the
Scriptures and the teachings of the
Church had diminished greatly in
our Coptic Church in Egypt? In
fact there was only one preach-
er at that time that all the pulpits
of Egypt desired and that was Fr.
Philotheos Ibrahim Baghdadi.
There was a lack of knowledge of
religion, theology and the Scrip-
tures. Religious education did not
exist until Habib Girgis, our most
recent saint, resurrected it. It was
Saint Habib Girgis who said that;
“Education is the first need for the
community after bread.” (Girgis,
H. (1942). The Practical Means To-
wards Coptic Reform: Hopes and
dreams. Cairo, Self-published.)

Saint Habib Girgis suffered beyond
what any human being could bear
in order to bring the word of God
to every Coptic home and to ev-
ery child. He is the epitomy of the
faithful servant who labors day
and night for the sake of bringing
the knowledge of the truth of the
Gospel to every creature. He did
this without complaining or grum-
bling and accepted all tribulations

and never lost hope and always had
faith for a brighter future for his
Coptic community.

Now we are in a different era, with
thousands of preachers filling our
parishes, education, knowledge
and books are everywhere for those
that want to know God. We have
a fine Theological College where
students can delve deeper into
the mysteries of God and can be
equipped to teach the community.
How about you my dear brethren?
Where do you stand with respect to
your knowledge of the Logos, the
Christ Child born in the Manger
on this day? Where do you stand
in teaching this knowledge to your
children? Moses the prophet tells
the people of Israel these golden
words that you also must remem-
ber and act upon:

“And these words which I command
you today shall be in your heart.
You shall teach them diligently to
your children, and shall talk of them
when you sit in your house, when
you walk by the way, when you lie
down, and when you rise up. You
shall bind them as a sign on your
hand, and they shall be as frontlets
between your eyes. You shall write
them on the doorposts of your house
and on your gates.” (Deuteronomy
6:6-9)

There is a significant and historic
event in the life of our Coptic Or-
thodox Church in Australia that
we need to begin to plan for. On
21 January 1969 at 6 pm Fr. Mina
Nemattalla arrived in Melbourne
by ship and celebrated the first ever
Coptic liturgy on Australian soil
with the small Coptic community
at that time before heading to Syd-
ney to begin his ministry there. We
have certainly come a very long
way since that first liturgy in Mel-
bourne and the Coptic community
in Australia has achieved much.
This means that on 21 January
2019, that is in five years from now

we will celebrate half a century of
Coptic Orthodox Christianity in
Australia. This is a significant mile-
stone in our history and we need
to begin to plan from now for this
historic day.

I commend you all for the way you
have brought up your children to
know the word of God which has
lead to the growth of our Church
and we need to begin to prepare
for further expansion, in order to
be able to accommodate and serve
generations to come. I pray and
hope and dream that on 21 Janu-
ary 2019 we can celebrate togeth-
er in a new Cathedral at Donvale,
where we can gather together as
a community and thank the Lord
for the many blessings that He has
bestowed upon us. I hope that you
will support this vision and work
closely with me in order to achieve
this next milestone in our history.
During these difficult times that
our Mother Church is facing in
Egypt, we pray for the faithful
there and in particular for the safe-
ty and wellbeing of our holy fa-
ther His Holiness Pope Tawadros
II, Pope of Alexandria and Patri-
arch of the See of Saint Mark. We
pray that the ministry of our be-
loved pope continues to flourish
and grow around the globe. We
pray for Egypt and we plead with
the Child of the Manger to bestow
His peace among all Egyptians and
for a spirit of love and harmony to
overshadow all.

We also pray for the lands within
which we live and for their leaders
to govern with wisdom and the fear
of God for the good of the people.
Wishing you all a blessed and holy
feast of the nativity and may this
day fill your lives with heavenly joy.
Be absolved through the Holy Spir-
it.




BY ST JOHN CHRYSOSTOM

‘T behold a new and wondrous
mystery!’

My ears resound to the shepherd’s
song, piping no soft melody, but
loudly chanting a heavenly hymn!

The angels sing! The archangels
blend their voices in harmony!
The Cherubim resound their joy-
ful praise! The Seraphim exalt His
glory! All join to praise this holy
feast, beholding the Godhead here-
in... on earth and man in heaven.
He who is above now, for our sal-
vation, dwells here below; and we,
who were lowly, are exalted by di-
vine mercy!

Today Bethlehem resembles heav-
en, hearing from the stars the sing-
ing of angelic voices and in place of
the sun, witnessing the rising of the
Sun of Justice! Ask not how this is
accomplished, for where God wills,
the order of nature is overturned.
For He willed He had the powers,
He descended. He saved. All things
moved in obedience to God.

Today He Who Is, is born! And He
Who Is, becomes what He was not!
For when He was God, He became
man- while not relinquishing the
Godhead that is His...

And so the kings have come, and
they have seen the heavenly King
that has come upon the earth, not
bringing with Him angels, nor
archangels, nor thrones, or domin-
ions, nor powers, nor principles,

but treading a new and solitary
path, He has come forth from a
spotless womb.

Yet He has not forsaken His angels,
nor left them deprived of His care,
nor because of His incarnation has
He ceased being God. And behold
kings have come, that they might
serve the Leader of the Hosts of
Heaven;

Women, that they might adore
Him Who was born of a woman so
that He might change the pains of
childbirth into joy; Virgins, to the
Son of the Virgin...

Infants, that they may adore Him
who became a little child, so that
out of the mouths of infants He
might perfect praise;

Children, to the Child who raised
up martyrs through the rage of
Herod;

Men, to Him who became man
that He might heal the miseries of
His servants;

Shepherds, to the Good Shepherd
who was laid down His life for His
sheep;

Priests, to Him who has become a
High Priest according to the order
of Melchizedek;

Servants, to Him who took upon
Himself the form of a servant, that
He might bless our stewardship
with the rewards of freedom (Phi-

lippians 2:7);

Fishermen, to the Fisher of hu-
manity;

Publicans, to Him who from among
them named a chosen evangelist;

Sinful women, to Him who ex-
posed His feet to the tears of the
repentant woman;

And that I may embrace them all
together, all sinners have come,
that they may look upon the Lamb
of God who takes away the sins of
the world!

Since, therefore all rejoice, I too de-
sire to rejoice! I too wish to share
the choral dance, to celebrate the
festivall But I take my part, not
plucking the harp nor with the mu-
sic of the pipes nor holding a torch,
but holding in my arms the cradle
of Christ!

For this is all my hope!
This is my life!

This is my salvation!
This is my pipe, my harp!

And bearing it I come, and having
from its power received the gift of
speech, I too, with the angels and
shepherds, sing:

‘Glory to God in the Highest!
And on earth peace to men
of good will’



In the Coptic Church, the Lord’s Nativity (Christmas) is
correlate with His Baptism (Epiphany), and in the early
centuries these two Lord’s feasts were celebrated in one
day. For at Christmas the Lord took on what was ours, ie
our humanity, while at His Epiphany the Church, hidden
in Jesus Christ, received what was His own, ie His relation
to the Father. He became Son of Man, and we became sons
of God.

This reality is declared in the following Church hymn:

‘He took what was ours,
And bestowed on us what was His own;
May we praise Him and glorify Him’.

This correlation between the Lord’s virginal birth according
to the flesh and our spiritual birth, is paralleled by the di-
vine Incarnation, in the holy womb of the virgin. For, there
the Lord took His body, which ‘mystically’ is the Church
united with Him. There the bride (church) is created to be
united with her divine bridegroom.

To this effect Proclus, the Patriarch of Constantinople said:

“The Holy Mary is the workshop of the union of natures,
the market place of the salutary exchange, the bridal
chamber wherein the Word took flesh’.

To this effect I excerpt some quotations from the sayungs
of the Fathers:

2€ Chastely Christ opened the chaste womb, so that
then man also might similarly be reborn. St Irenaeus

2€ Those who proclaimed Him Emmanuel, born

of the virgin (Isaiah 7:14) proclaimed also the union

of the Word of God to His handiwork,

‘because the Word will become flesh, and the Son of

God will become the Son of man, the pure One open-

ing purely that pure womb, which generate men into

God... St Irenaeus

€ Christ opened the silent, spotless and fruitful womb of

the Holy Church, for the birth of God’s people. St.
Ambrose

Your divine birth, O Lord, gave birth to all creatures....
Mankind gave birth to You in the body;

And You gave birth to mankind in spirit...

Praise to You, who became a Child,

To make all things new! St Ephram the Syrian

As Christappropriated abody taken from awoman and
was engendered by her according to the flesh, He re-
capitulated in Himself the generation of man. St. Cyril
of Alexandria

We affirm that the One Begotten Son became man
(oikonomia).... So that, born of a woman according
to the flesh, He might recapitulate in Himself the hu-
and by the flesh united to Him, He might
incorporate all in Himself. St Cyril of Alexandria
From on high came the divine Word, and in your
(St Mary) holy womb, reformed Adam (new cre-
ation in Christ). St Gregory the Wonder Worker
The Son of God has become the Son of David; do not
doubt that you, a son of Adam, may become the son
of God.

If God had stooped to such an extreme depth, He has
not done so in vain, but to raise us to a sublime height.
He was born of flesh that you might be born again
according to the spirit!

He was born of a woman that you might become a
child of God.

St. John Chrysostom

The Son of God made Himself man, that we might

man race...

'Wclcome Him as a member of our own family, and

desplte our sins we might be born again to hope...

We have fled far away from our Teacher, leaving behind
the grace He offered us; and what does this Master in
His mercy?

He pursues the fugitive to bring him back.

He approaches him not clothed in majesty but with a
lowly aspect adopted in Mary’s womb, and in he guise
becomes his familiar and his friend, making Himself
a servant with us that we may become masters with
Him. Theodosius of Ancyra




The month of January brings to us several feasts: the
beginning of the new year, the Nativity, the Circum-
cision, the Epiphany. We thank God, who gave us
the blessing and the efficiency of all these feasts, in
our lives. While we celebrate the glorious fest of the
Epiphany, we are glad to stop sometime for medita-
tion.

The feast of Epiphany is the feast of Baptism...

This feast is also called the feast of the divine manifes-
tation (The Theophania).

Because the Holy Trinity appeared in it: The Son is
baptised, The Father says from heaven: “This is My
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased, and The
Holy Spirit appears ‘like of a dove’ (Matthew 3:16-17).
Hence the baptism of the Lord Christ shows the creed

Tﬁé Gl aralis, i-iﬂifrﬂﬁ
THE SPIPHANY

of the Holy Trinity.

Thus the baptism is
always in the Name
of the Holy Trinity,
according to the
word of the Lord
to His disciples
before His Ascen-
sion: ‘Go therefore
and make disciples of all the nations, baptising them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit’ (Matthew 28:19). He did not say in the
names, because the three are one, as it was mentioned
in (1 John 5:7): “For there are three that bear witness
in heaven: the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit;
and these three are one’

It is well that the Church had called this feast: ‘Eed
El Ghetass, or the feast of the Immersion (in Arabic:
Eed means feast, and El Ghetass means immersion).
Because in it, the church reminds the people that the
Lord Christ was baptised by being immersed, as it
was said that after being baptised, ‘When He has been
baptised, Jesus came up immediately from the water’
(Matthew 3:16). The Church also reminds the people
that the faithful in the New Testament are being bap-
tised by being immersed, (and not by being sprinkled
with water, as is done in some communities). The
Ethiopian eunuch was baptised in this manner, at the
beginning of the apostolic era, at the hands of Philip:
‘Now when they came out of the water, the Spirit of
the Lord caught Philip away’ (Acts 8:39).

Also because Baptism is a tincture (Baptisma in Lat-
in), the tinting is accomplished through immersion;
and because Baptism is a burial with Christ (Colos-
sians 2:12), and burial is accomplished through plac-
ing inside the tomb (immersion), and cannot be rep-
resented by sprinkling with water...

Likewise in all the ancient vestiges, we see that bap-
tism was accomplished inside a recipient that was
called the baptistery. That proves that baptising was
accomplished through immersion, and not by sprin-
kling water.



We remember, during this feast, many spiritual and
doctrinal meanings, whether as regards the baptism
of the Lord Christ at the hands of St. John the Bap-
tist, or as regards the importance of Baptism in the

Church...

We remember also that the Lord came to the baptism
of John, while He was not in need of it.

But that was in order ‘to fulfil all righteousness), so that
He would be without blame before men, even while
He is not in need. That also establishes before us the
principle of obedience and the principle of loyalty,
without asking what profit it is to us?

He entered the baptism of John also in order to be our
representative, or to take our place, just as He fasted
instead of us, and just as He was crucified instead of
us. Many of His actions were for the others and not
for Himself. He took our place to present to God the
Father an image of the perfect man, who satisfies the
Father by His life, as well He satisfies Him by His re-
demption of the human race.

In His baptism, we remember His humility... We re-
member His love and His fidelity, and His tenderness
in His conversation with John, when He says: ‘Permit
it to be so now’. The baptism of Christ also reminds
us of our baptism, and of the care of the Church for
Baptism.

Baptism if the first sacrament of the Church, and is the
door through which we enter to the other sacraments.
We say ‘we have Christianised so and so; that is: we
have baptised him; because he has become a Chris-
tian through baptism... That is an expression which is
sound in its doctrinal meaning, and which reminds us
of the word of Christ: ‘He who believes and is baptised
will be saved’ (Matthew 16:16).

Therefore the day of baptism is a feast as regards the
child and his family. In that day, the church gives him
three sacraments: Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucha-
rist also; and makes him ready to participate in the life
of the Church. He becomes a member in it, and takes
the first ecclesiastical certificate in his life.

The church assign’s a sponsor to the child, who will
care for him spiritually, and very often it is the moth-
er who is the sponsor to her child. The mother is en-
gaged before God and the Church to take care of her
child in the fear of God, and to be his first teacher,
who instructs him, and who gives him the practical
training for all religious matters.

Why do we celebraie tlle
feast of the Nativity on the
7th of January, while some
other churches celebrate it
on the 25th of December?

What is the reason for this
difference?

It is not a doctrinal or a theological dif-
ference, but it is a scientific difference. It
is known that the year is 365 days and a
quarter of a day. Therefore a day is add-
ed once every four years; and that year is
called a leap year. But in the Gregorian
western calendar it has been said that the
year is 365 days and quarter of a day and
approximately 11 minutes; this calendar
was established about fifteen centuries
A.D.

If this difference of eleven minutes every
year is multiplied during those centuries
since the birth of Christ until now, it will
result in a difference in approximately
thirteen days, which is the difference be-
tween the 25th of December and the 7th
of January.

We have confidence in our Coptic calen-
dar, because of the great excellence of the
Pharaohs in the science of astronomy, and
we celebrate the Nativity of the 29th of Ki-
ahk, which corresponds to the 7th of Jan-
uary. There are some other churches who
share with us this date.




“You will seek me and find me
when you search for me with all
your heart.

(Jeremaih 29:13)

You know how you get so busy
with school work and friends that
you forget to read in the bible every
now and then or you forget to pray
at least a short prayer. Sure it will
not do anything right? I mean God
doesn’t need me to stand and pray
‘our father’ every night. Does He?

It is not that God is in need of you,
it is that you are in need of God.
Today may have been a great day
for you. It might have been a day
where there was nothing challeng-
ing going on. But how about to-
morrow. Notice, when did the Isra-
elites realise they needed God? was
it when they were in peaceful days,
no, they were at war. They were
at war and they noticed that they
were not as successful, something
was wrong, someone was missing
and it happened to be the most im-
portant person at battle because He
was the almighty that made them
win every battle. So you need God
because you don’t know when that
day of war.

‘Now the Israelites went to fight
against the philistines.
(1 Sam 4:1)

We often use God as a good luck
bracelet. It is common among
Egyptian parents to anoint their
children in times of exams with oil
of a particular saint, saying ‘so the
blessing of such and such a saint
be with you! There is absolutely
othing wrong with that. But what

is wrong is when we run to God
ONLY in our time of need. God is
our father, and to Him the most im-
portant thing is a relationship with
you. Imagine you go to your dad
only when you need something.
How would he respond? Probably
not in the nicest way. We don't like
it when we feel used when we feel
like people only talk to us because
they need something. It is great to
anoint but do you only resort to it
when you have had a bad day? Or
a test/exam?

‘So the people sent men to Shiloh,
and they brought back the ark of
the covenant of the LORD Al-
mighty, who is enthroned between
the cherubim
(1 Sam 4:4)’

This is what the Israelites tried to
do, they tried to skip the relation-
ship and jump straight to deliver-
ance. But God didn't deliver them
because He is more concerned
with the relationship than what He
is to do about your earthly matters.

Why do we need God’s presence?

¢ Protection
% Had God been with the Isra-
elites the Philistines would
not have attacked and made
war.
+» Power
% By Gods grace and power
and in His name you are able
to defeat anything. As they
did later on in the time of
King David when the Lord
was with him.
+¢ Purification
% In God’s presence everthing
becomes newly purified. In

chapter 5, when the Philis-
tines captured the ark it was
a course to them because
they were impure.

Why was God so harsh with the Phi-

L listines? When the ark was with the

Israelites it was just sitting there
ignored, nothing happened. But
when it got moved to the Philis-
tines, it got honour, as they put it
with their other Gods, sacrificing
to it, and when the ark was their
it brought a curse and death to so
many people. Why? Why was God
so harsh with these people. In the
pagan faith, it was common to de-
stroy another God to protect your
God, they didn’t destroy the ark but
gave it honour and it still brought
disaster to the Philistines, why?

“Then they carried the ark into
Dagon’s temple and set it beside
Dagon....... The LORD’s hand was
heavy on the people of Ashdod
and its vicinity; he brought devas-
tation on them and afflicted them
with tumours.

(1Sam 5: 2&6)’

Firstly, God doesn't get tricked by
honour, He already has honour
Whenever the living creatures give
glory and honour and thanks to
Him who sits on the throne, who
lives forever and ever, the twen-
ty-four elders fall down before
Him who sits on the throne and
worship Him who lives forever and
ever, and cast their crowns before
the throne, saying: “You are wor-
thy, O Lord, To receive glory and
honour and power; For You creat-
ed all things, And by Your will they
exist and were created. (Revela-
tions 4:8-11)’

Just because you do a bunch of
good things from the outside and
sacrificing but your heart is not
with Him, then the honour you are
giving means nothing,

Secondly, you cant make Him
common,



‘And no one puts new wine into
old wineskins, for the new wine
would burst the wine skins and
the wine would be ruined.
(Mark 2:22)’

This means that God can’t fit in
your old routine, if He is going to
come then expect Him to turn ev-
erything down that is not pleasing
to Him.

In Samuel chapter 6, we find that
the Philistines kept moving it from
one city to another trying to make
the ark of the covenant bring peace
but it didn’'t. Why not? Because
they refused to admit to their mis-
take. They were still pagans and
worshiped other Gods. Same with
us, when we refuse to admit and
stop our sin, you will have no peace
until you confess it. But think
about it from the Israelite’s point
of view, its been 7 months. Do you
wonder how many months it has
been since you have had an hon-
est prayer or read a bible verse that
you contemplated on? This was just
as much the Israelite’s fault as it was
the philistines.

God’s presence is for us to behold,
you can choose how long to stay
there. If you want to spend there 5
minutes to say our father or if you
want to spend more time to build
a relationship. A relationship does
not appear over night or when in
trouble but a constant meeting
with Christ in His word. The Pres-
ence of God brings us protection,
power and purification and it is up
to us to use them or not. At the end
saint Paul says that it is all up to us

‘Do not be deceived God is not
mocked for what a man sows that
he will also reap.
(Galatians 6:7)’

Is (hristianity easter foday or back 1n e day!

‘Which one is easier having a
friend come tell you face-to-face;
I want you to do something for
me in a specific way. Or giving
you a book full of verses and in-
structions as how to do a specific
task’

In the bible God would often
speak to people through visions,
such as Joseph, Moses or St
Mary. However, now God speaks
to us through various ways and
the common factor is the bible.
So which one would be easier
living in the times when God
would speak through visions or
having to read chapters to figure
out what God wants.

You know the term “the grass
is greener on the other side” we
look at people in the Old Testa-
ment and we say they must have
had it easier. There were no dis-
tractions, there were no phones,
no internet there was nothing to
keep them from the relationship
with God. If you look at Abra-
ham for example he had nothing
to distract him like we do today.
But the bible says;

(Luke 10:24)’

What Christ is saying in this
verse is that you need to stop
looking at other people and fo-
cus on what is in front of you
because there are many great
kings and righteous people have
desired what you have but could
not attain it. if you look at Moses
for example, Moses had to live in
the desert and climb a mountain
to meet God and all you have to
do is get out of bed and Christ is
there waiting for you to pray.

(Luke 11:30)’

Christ came to save us as Jo-
nah came to save the Ninevites,
and what Christ gave us was the
word written down in the bible
and that was His message to us.

Practically, it would be easi-
er today to know exactly what
God wants. For example if you
look at St Mary when the angel
appeared to her. A week later
she might have forgotten a few
details of what the angel said.
But these days it is written ev-
erywhere; it is on the internet at
your disposal wherever you are
so there is no way to miss it.




BE Y0U  FULL T 06 1 PART-TINE CHRISTIY

“Jesus answered them and said ‘Most Assuredly, I say to you, you seek Me, not because
you saw the signs but because you ate of the loaves and were filled.

(John 6:26)”

So what is it that drives you to be a Christian? Why is it that you spend so much time at church? Why is it that
you follow Christ? Is it because when you pray and read the bible, He answers your prayers. So you treat God
as basically a good luck charm or a magic gene when I rub a little prayer all my problems will be solved.

Well, these people were no different. Just the night before these people have been involved in the miracle of
feeding the multitudes. Now the next morning they were going from town to town looking for Him, thinking
that if they made Him king He would solve all their problems. They said in their minds, if He could feed thou-
sands with just five loaves and two fish, then He can save us from those Romans and He can save us from the
taxes that we have to pay.

But Jesus saw right through them and He knew that the only reason they are following Him is because He fed
them the night before. Likewise, Jesus sees through you and the real reason you come to church, not because
you want Him but you want all the positives that come from being with Him. He sees that you are a part-time
Christian, and your Christianity basically starts on Friday night and ends on Sunday afternoon.

So how do I become a full time Christian?
“Then He closed the book and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all those
who were in the synagogue were fixed on Him. And He began to say to them
“Today the scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.
(Luke 4:20)”

The easiest way to become a full time Christian is to basically take what is written in the bible and apply it to
your everyday practical life. In the above verse, it was when Jesus was one time in the Synagogue and He was
reading a passage in the scriptures and when He finished everyone said now let us get back to our own lives.
But Christ clearly says that this is not the way it is meant to happen. “Today the Scripture is fulfilled in your
hearing” which means that you have heard this, now go and apply it to your lives, on a daily basis. This way you
will not be a Christian only on the weekends but also on the weekdays. You will not be a part-time Christian
but a full time Christian.

“You should try to live in such a way that if the gospels were lost,

they could be rewritten by looking at you”
Anthony B

YOURS IN CHRIST



Excerpt from Words of Spiritual Beneft,
Volume |

by
F fopoShonouda I

There are important occasions that pass by and one should stop there, not letting it depart easily without taking
a decision that would raise his spirituality and his relationship with God. We mention here:

M The beginning of the new year or a new in his life
The beginning of the Holy fast
A specific incident that affected him and shook his inside

An illness that left him bedridden, thinking about his destiny

SO SR S

A serious problem that faced him, so he turned to the Divine help

M A sermon that the heard or read and it strongly attracted him to God

All these occasions usually carry the voice of God, who calls with the Apostle saying ‘if you will hear His
voice, do not harden your hearts’
(Hebrews 3:8)

These occasions could also carry one of the visits of grace, seeking one’s soul to wake up and heed.
If one received it carelessly or with momentary effect that ends with the end of the occasion, then he will defi-
nitely lose spiritual feelings that he might never find again. He will then say in regret, missing God’s voice,

‘But my beloved had turned away and was gone. I sought him, but I could not find him.’
(Song 5:6)

Truly, how many occasions passed by without us seizing them?! How many spiritual revivals God called us to,
without us seizing them?!

The grace is present, working in use and we do not respond to it! It is really a tragedy, that love between us and
God is a one-sided love, on God’s side only!

“Therefore, you are inexcusable, O man’
(Romans 2:1)

Do not say that God has left you and id not send a helping hand to your life with Him. God has talked in your
heart repeatedly and you did not hear or respond. Is He going to force you to love Him?!

In your relationship with God, it should be a spontaneous love that does not need such occasions! At least, if
this love went to sleep, let us hear on such occasions a voice that wakes it up and if it grew lukewarm, to find
what inflames it.

‘He who has ears to hear, let him hear!’
(Matthew 11:15)



is
1e who realises
the love of Christ, and
happy is he who tastes His sweetness. O taste and see
that The Lord is good; happy are those who take ref-
uge in Him. (Psalm 34:8).

The love of the world is all delusion and stratagem,
but the love of Jesus is steadfast, true, honest, calm,
firm and the same forever. The world and all that is
in it shall pass away, but Jesus is eternal, im-

mortal and does not change. He alone

deserves all our love, above all cre-
ation and every creature. Love Je-
sus more than anything: more
than the creation, more than
any charm, beyond all hopes,
above all the emotions.

Love Him as He loves you.
Be persistent in your love
for Him, without ceasing.

Blessed is the one who
reaches the depths of this
love, and who to the one
who prefers something,
no matter what it may be,
above Jesus’ love.

If the love of God is poured
in ones heart, he becomes
happy and acquires every-
thing. If one loves Jesus, he be-
comes one with Him. The heaven
becomes his own heaven, the King-
dom becomes his own kingdom, and he
reigns with Him forever.

O holy and attractive love of Jesus: may your fire

THE G CFGRRTS OV
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aflame in my heart, your arrows strike me and perme-
ate my inner parts; for my death in you is better than
my life without you. All happiness is preoccupied to-
tally in the sea of His love: so melt and dissolve, O my
soul and swim, O my heart in the waters of this pure
and clear love.

O what a holy fire- a fire of love, which is unexplain-
able.

O, what a charm that cannot be uttered. God’s love
is a holy fire: burning, but refreshing, solvent and
palatable to the spirit. It burns and dissolves evil, but
purifies, cleanses and elevates the heart to the great-
est heights. O pure love, come and dwell in me,
rest in my heart, and let my heart find rest
in you. Allow me to enter our pas-
ture; enlighten me, shine upon me,
raise me to the greatest heights,
quench my thirst, and fulfil my
desires with coolness, for I
long for you. Control me by
your hands, and guide me
towards you, for I desire to
reach you.

I was hit with one of your

spears, and I will not be

cured; nor will my heart
calm down, or put off the
flaming fire within me,
till all your spears perme-
ate within me.

O, queen of virtues and rul-
er of hearts: you hold justice
and happiness in your right,

reign over my mind, heart, emo-
tions and feelings. Seize all that is
within me, and change all my feelings
towards you.

[ give you all of me to be in you, so that I feel you alone
being above all and in all.
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‘For a thousand years in Your sight
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Are like yesterday when it is past,
And like a watch in the night’.

Psalm 90:4

God has not failed you. Though every human indicator may suggest that God is absent from your situation
the reality is far from it. The problem is that the full panorama has yet to be seen- your complete situation
still hasn’t been unveiled.

Why has God allowed these trails to come into your life? It’s not because He is letting you down. Rather, he’
teaching you that He makes all your circumstances work together for your good- even the waiting.

So don't fret. Hang onto Him as tightly as you can and trust that He is working out something important.
Because when you see that He sees, you going to love the big picture.

—_

God, I know you won'’t every let me down. Help me hang on until I can see your answer to my prayers.
know you're faithful. Amen
‘Make us glad according to the days
in which You have afflicted us,

The years in which we have seen evil.
Let Your work appear to Your servants,
And Your glory to their children.
Psalm 90:15-16

QUILT TIME

January 7: "Ihe Holy Natwlty Feast

1 the mor J

B) J
Heaven and earth are united today, for Christ is born! Today God has come upon earth, and humankin
gone up to heaven. Today, for the sake of humankind, the invisible One is seen in the flesh. Therefore let
us glorify Him and cry aloud: glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace bestowed by your coming
Saviour: glory to you.

January 28

By St Cyril of Alexandria
Why then did he command the saints to say to God the Father in heaven, “Your will be done; as in heaven,
so on earth?’ This petition is worthy of the saints and full of all praise. We request that power may be given
to those on earth to do the will of God and imitate the conduct practiced above in heaven by the holy angels.
The will of God overall is that those on earth should live in holiness, piously, without blame, being washed
from all impurity, and diligent in imitating the spiritual beauty of the spirits above in heaven. The church
on earth, since it was the visible likeness and image of the church of the firstborn that is above, may please
Christ.

These are extracts from Quiet time program 2014.
Grab your copy from the church library and use it daily in your quiet spiritual time.




“If I find in myself a desire which
nothing in this world can satisfy I

can only conclude that I was not
made for here.”

Written by a man who was once so
convinced by the absence of God, it
is difficult to fathom that this same
man later set about a two hundred
page masterpiece to ‘bring anyone
to the hall out of which several
doors open!

C. S Lewis’ Mere Christianity is
divided into three sections;

O Right and wrong as a clue to the
meaning of the universe

Lewis states the concept that every-
one is under a moral law, a certain
nature that is already here, and not
up by ourselves but by Somebody
of Something. Furthermore, that
this something has put the belief of
moral law, that is to say, the knowl-
edge of right and wrong, inside
each of us.

@ What Christians believe

The Christian thinks any good he
does comes from the Christ-life
inside of him. He does not think
god will love us because we are
good, but that God will make us

Merec rns‘uamty

CS i_ew:s

Mere Christianity «

Mere

Mere Christianity o

Christianity «

Mere

Mere Christianity o«

good because He loves us; just as
the roof of a greenhouse does not
attract the sun because it is bright,
but becomes bright because the
sun shines on it.

God created things which had a
free will. This means creatures
which can go either wrong or right.
Some people think they can imag-
ine a creature which was free but
had no possibility of going wrong; I
cannot. If a thing is free to be good
it is also free to be bad. And free
will is what made evil possible.

© Christian behaviour

Lewis highlights the point time and
time again, that Christianity is not
the easy pathway but the rewards
are not only peace but knowledge
as well. He explains that when a
man is getting better he sees more
clearly the evil still left in him.

Another viewpoint in this section
of Lewis’ Mere Christianity is that
the supreme vice is not unchasti-
ty as some believe but rather the
pleasure of considering ones self
above another, of the pleasures of
power and authority, of hatred. It is
so harmful to the spirit that Lew-

is goes to the extent to state such a
man who may indeed be a regular
church goer, may be far nearer to
hell than a harlot.

Finally my brothers and sisters, I
leave you with these parting pearls
of wisdom.

For make no mistake: if you are
really going to try and meet all the
demands on the natural self, it will
not have enough left over to live
on.

But the new step, the step from be-
ing creatures to being sons, is vol-
untary. At least, voluntary in the
sense that we, of ourselves, could
have chosen to take it or even have
imagined it; but it is voluntary in
the sense that when it is offered to
us, we can refuse it. We can, if we
please, shrink back; we can dig in
our heels and let the new Humani-
ty to go on without us.

The very first step is to try and for-
get about the self all together. Your
real, new self will not come when
you are looking for it. It will come
when you are looking for Him.

Glory be to God



The year’s 4,5 and 6’s had a sleep over at church with Abouna on Monday and Tuesday the 13th and
14th of January 2014. They celebrated the Holy Liturgy, had multiple water fights, enjoyed the tram-
polines, had spiritual talks and gathered for a big Christmas dinner.
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